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quired in presidential years to call a special session of the legislature
elected in October, to meet the first Monday in November, three weeks
before the usual session began, and choose electors. Governor William
H. Gist was not a fire eater, but he knew the fever heat that was being
worked up. Perhaps he had heard Keitt declaim that the power of the
North would develop a democracy wilder even than that of Paris in
the French Revolution. Security and financial prosperity, conservatism
and order would fall before the license of northern Republicans. Keitt
wanted the slaves armed and a convention called.
Also Gist had been criticized in the Mercury for not doing anything
with the $100,000 appropriated for defense. The Governor therefore
decided to take counsel with other southern Governors, save Houston
of Texas. He wrote them October 5 that he was "calling a convention,
that he believed in cooperation and wished for a full and free inter-
change of opinion between the executives of the southern, particularly
the cotton, states. These letters were carried by his brother, General
States Rights Gist, who was to visit the Governors, confer with them
and say and hear those things not to be written.80
Three days later the elections were held in South Carolina. All the
Congressmen were reelected without any opposition, except in Mc-
Queen's district, where a few votes had been thrown to an opponent.
In the one district where there was a contest, Ayer had defeated the
opponent of electoral reform. Perhaps this was another indication that
the old order must hurry lest it lose its dominant position. As soon as
the returns were in, Gist issued a proclamation, October 12, calling a
special session of the legislature for November 5 to choose Electors and
take action "if deemed advisable for the safety and protection of the
State."31
This special session and the regular meeting of the legislature, which
was to follow before November ended, would have to elect a Governor
to succeed Gist and to reelect Hammond or choose a Senator to follow
him. There were sharp rivalries for these offices; the deliberations were
to some extent conditioned by them, and there was much maneuvering
for position. Senator Hammond was ill and not very anxious for re-
election. Chesnut saw the bottom dropping out of his Senatorship, and
he may have wanted to be Governor. There had been much correspond-